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tific organizations, and others) , but it was exceedingly difficult to decide how representives might best be chosen from those elements.  How, for example, would one elect or select a limited number of representatives from the numerous university and scientific associations? Or from Congress?
This consideration led to the idea of a core group of seven individuals chosen for their breadth, distinction, and credibility, to function not as representatives of anything other than the health of science and engineering in the university context and the integrity of the government-university relationship.  These individuals would have to be well and favorably known to more than one constituency.  Each constituency would have to feel that there were members of the core group who understood its interests and would not stand silent if those interests were unfairly dealt with.  It is particularly important that the core group have credibility with working scientists and engineers, university administrators, key members of Congress, and those executive branch agencies most involved in the support of science and engineering.
Members of the core group should be expected to give up to one-fifth of their time to the venture; the Forum chair up to half.  Members will serve terms of three years and may be reappointed.  The initial appointments will be for staggered terms to assure continuity of leadership.  In the opinion of the Committee, all members should be appropriately compensated.  In any given year one or more of the core group might consist of senior figures who would be resident at the site of the Forum on sabbatical, between positions, or immediately following retirement.
The process for selecting the core group will be as follows:  The President of the National Academy of Sciences will identify criteria, including requirements for balance.  He then will solicit final nominations from the endorsers (see below), from the Committee on Science, Engineering, and Public Policy, and from other interested persons or organizations.  The President will then select and appoint the core group with the advice and consent of the Council of the National Academy of Sciences.
SPONSORSHIP AND ENDORSEMENT
The National Academy of Sciences, with its unique position between government and the private sector, will sponsor